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Identify Elements of Fiction: Conflict Katz Education 

Identify Internal and External Conflicts 

External Conflicts: Describe the conflict, 
which character is experiencing it, and 
write what type of  conflict it is: Man vs. 
Man, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Internal Conflicts: Describe the conflict, 
who is experiencing it, and what caused 
the feeling or emotion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you read, identify the two types of conflict: internal conflict and external conflict. External conflicts are 

problems experienced by the main character (protagonist) that are created by outside characters or forces - often times, 

the antagonist. The different types of external conflicts are categorized as: Man vs. Man, Man vs. Nature, Man vs. 

Society, Man vs. Technology, and Man vs. Fate.  

Internal conflicts are problems felt within the character – often times the protagonist. These conflicts are 

emotions and feelings that the protagonist experiences during the story. Internal conflict is categorized as: Man vs. Self.  

 

 


